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Our mission is to
prevent child trafficking
and exploitation through
culturally relevant
programs for vulnerable
children and to share
their stories to inspire
creative, compassionate

people to act.
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our

programs

Education

Our comprehensive education
program ensures students and
families have the financial socio-
psychological resources needed to
stay in education, develop the life
skills needed to care for themselves
and live lives that are free from
exploitation. Our students maintain
a primary school completion rate of
99.5% while the national average

is 87%. In the region, an average of
26.4% of students leave school by
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the age of 15. Our dropout rate for
students in secondary school is only
5.7%. Our resource center offers
after school programs, academic
support and mentorship to students
in the community, reaching over
1,200 people in 2019, and accessed
over 2,670 times. Our staff members
mentor students and families to
ensure they have the support they
need. In a survey from 2018, over
80% of students agreed or strongly

agreed that their mentor helps them.

Human Rights

Our human rights programming raises
awareness of trafficking and its root
causes, and teaches students and
community members about the Thai
law and their rights to enable them to

advocate for themselves.

By teaching about topics like teen
pregnancy, drug use, child abuse
and online safety, we are equipping
communities with the knowledge

needed to protect themselves.

We also assist children in our program
in attaining the legal status to which
they are entitled. In 2019 we expanded
the reach of this project to include

working with Burmese migrant workers

through the USAID Thailand Counter
Trafficking in Persons project. Teaching
migrant workers their rights and

helping them

access the Our human rights

government program was

services they accessed OVer

are entitled to 3,600 times,

decreases their
teaching at-risk

risk of being

) students and parents
trafficked for

about their rights,
labor purposes.

child protection, and

human trafficking.
Our human

rights program
was accessed over 3,600 times
in 2019.

Since joining The Freedom Story, my life
has hope. In the past, | only had dreams.

But they weren’t possible. They were like
the wind. But if you have hope, you can do
it. The Freedom Story has given me hope. It
has helped me take hold of my dreams, so |
can walk in the way that | wanted.

SOMYING, GRADUATED SCHOLARSHIP STUDENT
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AILIeS

RELATIONSHIPS

Whether our relationships with our
beneficiaries in Thailand or those
with donors and one another, we
intentionally invest in our human
connections each day.

DIGNITY

Our individual dignity is tied to the
dignity of us all. Whether teaching
human rights in Thailand or sharing
stories in the US, we strive to highlight
the dignity of each person.

POSITIVITY

Even in the midst of the darkest
situations, positivity inspires hope.
And hope inspires action.

THE FREEDOM STORY

RESILIENCY

Systemic problems require long-
term, systemic solutions in the
midst of a changing world. All of our
programs are designed to provide
adaptable solutions that last.

INCLUSIVENESS

Inclusion and dignity go hand in
hand. We serve those in need without
restrictions based on gender, race,
religion, sex, age, background,
nationality, et cetera.

TRANSPARENCY

From our finances to our needs, from
our successes to our challenges,
transparency is central in all we do.
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our impact

IN 2019

AUGUST
99 children were 4 \
trained in the 3-3-5 R\ | \ 25 students and
19 students child abuse curriculum ' 3 adults attended
graduated from through a partnership ! our training on
various levels with Compassion . documentation
International i . needed to achieve

DECEMBER

JANUARY APRIL

94 community
members came

to celebrate
Children's Day

higher legal status

JUNE

The Freedom Stor OCTOBER
FEBRUARY he Freedom Story o

ur youth leaders
73 students learned conducted outreach y. ) t )
about healthy for 800 people at Anti organized an outreac
. teaching about online

relationships at our Human Trafficking Day

exploitation for 59

Valentine's Day event students

FEBRUARY MAY SEPTEMBER NOVEMBER

Students produced 52 people attended 18 students were trained on self 133 community members
a skit about human our family camp, esteem, 3 students received were reached through our
trafficking, reaching 61 strengthening ties and individual counseling volunteer camp, learning
community members communication skills about giving back and

human trafficking

JANUARY MARCH JULY NOVEMBER

86 students came to an 83 ethnic minority Outreach at a local 221 students are

English camp run by high women attended a children's home reached trained in the

schoolers training on human over 135 children, 3-3-5 child abuse
trafficking an teaching them about curriculum
depression human trafficking
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our

accomplishments

Our human rights program was

progams were accessed over 3,700 times.
accessed over

7100 times
collectively

Students from Vocational or High School

People attended community members were Graduated from Bachelors Degrees

trainings conducted trained through our sustainable
by our counseling team livelihoods program

Over 400
students
were trained

Students have in our child abuse prevention
accessed 52 hours of curriculum

from Primary School

from Associates Degrees

individual counseling
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G|vmg Surachai
A Chance

It is an opportunity
to give advice to
others — not only
younger kids,

but everyone.
Leaders have the
power to open
opportunities
for people.
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“Because | was a mountain child, my opportunities
were little because they thought my abilities were
little. But my grades were good. In June, | will get

my degree in auto mechanics,” Surachai says,
smiling shyly. He has every right to feel proud of his
accomplishments, and to reflect on how much he has
changed and grown since he first became part of
The Freedom Story’s programs.

When Surachai was a baby, his parents separated,
putting his family in a difficult financial situation. As

a member of an ethnic minority group which faces
discrimination, and coming from a rural mountain
village, he says, “My life has always been difficult. We
never had any money.” Neither of his parents had
ever gone to school. As soon as he was old enough,
aged 8, his mother could not support him and sent
him to a local children’s home.

He struggled as a child, admitting that, “| was very
disobedient. | thought | wouldn’t finish Sth grade. |
wouldn't stay at the home. I'd go out at night. They
almost kicked me out of the home because | was
so naughty.” He carries this self-image so modestly,
perhaps not realizing the impact being sent to a
children’s home at age 8 might have on a young
child’s behavior.

Given A Chance

It was around age 13, in seventh grade, that Surachai
first came to participate in The Freedom Story’s
activities. He had just begun school in the city 30
minutes away from the children's home. “l had to
study more. | had to work hard to keep up with the
other students. That first year in the city, | felt like
everyone’s education in the city was better. | didn’t
know any of the things everyone else already knew.
Some of the teachers don’t care about children from
the countryside. In my class there were two of us
from the villages, and one dropped out, so it was
just me. The teachers would take care of the other

2019

students but not me. | wasn’t sure if | would
be able to finish,” he explains.

At the time Surachai was accepted

into our Education Program, he lacked
confidence about whether he would even
finish 9th grade, so he was paired with

a mentor and provided with the financial
support needed to stay in school. He also
said he had a great teacher who told him,
“Those who have the chance to get an
education should take it because many
don’t have that chance.” This support was
particularly important when he did finish
Sth grade and his parents told him it was
time to drop out to work.

“My parents didn’t give me any money.
After 9th grade my mom said, “You don’t
need to study anymore. You can go work
now. They didn’t have any money to
continue to send me to school. But | told
them, ‘| want to study, and I'll find a way to
study myself and send myself to school,”
Surachai explains.

“When you only finish 9th grade you
don’t have many choices for work, and
so | chose to go to vocational school so |
could work and study at the same time,”
Surachai says. His parents continued to
question his choices, but he supported
himself through school working as a
waiter for $2 per day, then later at a car
dealership, along with the support of The
Freedom Story.

His vocational program was a huge challenge,
but support from The Freedom Story’s
mentors helped him understand how to
navigate teenage life safely. He says, “Many
kids drop out at this age. Those who finish

Sth grade need a lot of support to finish high
school. They can't think clearly. They are still
confused about how to behave. Many people
get into bad situations because they don’t
have anyone to talk to. Advice is important.
Other people’s advice helps us see different
points of view and to go forward. With The
Freedom Story | had a lot of good advice
givers who followed up with me.”

Because of The Freedom Story’s support,
Surachai was able to navigate high school

successfully despite his challenges in early
life. Particularly at the end of his vocational
school degree, when he was considering
studying further, he was completely out of
money, and The Freedom Story was able to
assist with his expenses, to help him get his
degree off to a good start.

“Look How Far | Have Come!”

“After | finished my vocational school degree,
| thought | wouldn’t study any more. But my
friend had just completed their Associate’s
Degree, so that inspired me to pursue

that degree. From there, | decided to do

my Bachelor’'s. Now, my mom says, “Keep
studying! You are so close to graduating.” In
the past, | thought of dropping out, | was so
tired. | had to work and study at the same
time and was exhausted, but now | am so
proud of myself. Look how far | have comel! |
never thought | could come this far,” he says,
smiling shyly.

We continued to support Surachai through
his Bachelor’s degree with finances and
mentorship. “My mentor has had these same
experiences, so he knows what it is like.

| feel like | can talk really easily with him.
Once, when | had a financial problem, he
advocated for me.”

Surachai finishes his degree in a few months.
He is extremely proud of himself, while also
being aware of how his life might have been
without The Freedom Story. “Preventing
trafficking is important. It is very easy to be
trafficked. In the evenings now, we see them all
the time. Near where | live, you see kids working
the streets. They're younger than 18 and very at
risk. Money is very enticing,” he says.

Surachai is thriving. He supports his

mother and his younger siblings, who have
graduated high school, and he will be able
to move up at the car dealership when he
graduates. Because of your support, we
have been able to walk with Surachai for the
last 10 years.

If you can help with a donation to keep our
programs running in 2020, we can continue
to walk with other at-risk students to help
them lead thriving lives.

THE FREEDOM STORY IMPACT REPORT 2019
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our research

We are always seeking to ensure that The Freedom Story’s work is put
into national, and regional perspective. Here is what we found in our

research in 2019.

In Thailand, prostitution and exploitation are
prevalent: Thai children are trafficked to be
sold for sex abroad to Japan, Australia via
Malaysia and Hong Kong, and Thai women
and children are trafficked to the Middle East
and forced into debt-bondage and slavery.
Other estimates suggest that up to 40% of
those involved in prostitution in Thailand are
under 18 years of age. Notably, the average
age of children exploited in the sex industry
in Thailand is between 12 and 20. This is 3
years younger than the worldwide average.

There are various causes of trafficking
identified in the literature. Here are some
that are prevalent in the communities that
we work with in Chiang Rai.

POVERTY

Poverty is a major risk factor for trafficking,
pushing individuals towards potentially
exploitative situations and risky migration
patterns. In the Chiang Rai region of
Northern Thailand where The Freedom
Story works, poverty is higher than the
national average, at 17% of the population
rather than 7%.

EDUCATION

Low levels of education make people
vulnerable to trafficking. In a survey of
individuals accessing post-trafficking
resources in the Mekong region, only 20%

of all youth under 18 reported they were
students before leaving home, with 8.8%
saying they never attended school, and
40.5% admitted to finishing primary school.
In Chiang Rai, school enroliment is lower
than the national average (7.3 for boys and
6.5 for girls), with the highest number of
children who have never attended school at
9.8%. When we interviewed the guardians
of our students, we found that 18% had

no education, and a further 51% had only
primary or some primary education.

STATELESSNESS

Thailand is home to over 486,000 stateless
people (146,000 of whom are children)

and ethnic minority groups that face
marginalization and discrimination, including
significant barriers to education, health
care, land ownership, legal employment
and freedom of movement. As a result,
statelessness has been identified as the
number 1 risk factor for ethnic minority
women and children to be trafficked. An
estimated 30% of Chiang Rai’s population
are ethnic minority people, with more than
118,000 registered stateless people currently
living in the province.

PRIOR ABUSE AND

MENTAL HEALTH

Prior abuse and low self-esteem have been
linked to increased vulnerability, as well

ECPAT 201, 9
. ECPAT 201

ECPAT 2008
. Knoema

a s wN =

. https://www.epdc.org/country/thailand); Jirada Prasartpornsirichoke and Yoshi Takahashi, “Assessing Inequalities in Thai Education,” IDEC DP2

Series Vol. 3. No. 2 (March, 2013). Accessed on 25 August 2015 at http:/ir.lib.hiroshima-u.ac.jp/files/public/34542/2014101620264954032/IDEC-DP2_03-2.pdf

[«

7. Institute on Statelessness and Inclusion 2014, UNESCO
8. Baker 2000; Thai Government Central Registrar, December 31, 2016
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. https://www.reuters.com/article/us-thailand-accident-cave-stateless/cave-rescue-highlights-plight-of-thailands-stateless-people-idUS

as the societal sexual objectification

of women and girls. 22% of children
accessing post-trafficking resources
admitted to being exposed to physical or
sexual violence prior to their exploitation,
a higher incidence than adults (15.1%).
Equally, 23.8% of women who were
trafficked for sex work experienced
physical or sexual violence before leaving
home. Pre-departure abuse can play a role
in an individual's’ decision to leave home,
and a history of prior abuse is an important
risk factor for vulnerability to future abuse
and can cause long-term mental health
problems.

PRIOR ABUSE AND
MENTAL HEALTH

Less than half (44.1%) of participants
accessing post-trafficking resources

from various countries of origin within

the Mekong Region reported that

they had previously heard about
“trafficking.”physical or sexual violence
before leaving home. Pre-departure abuse
can play a role in an individual's’ decision
to leave home, and a history of prior abuse
is an important risk factor for vulnerability
to future abuse and can cause long-term
mental health problems.

Impact

We continue to be committed to better
understanding of our students and our
work’s impact on their lives. This year we

ran surveys and reviewed student risk factors
to learn more about their situations.

Within our current scholarship students,

12% have experienced sexual abuse. 46%
are either single or double orphans. 44%
have a parent or sibling who was a victim

of trafficking, and 70% have an extended
relative who has been a victim of trafficking.
17% of students are stateless, meaning they
lack citizenship in Thailand that ensures their
access to basic rights like healthcare, land
ownership and education. 81% of students live
on $2.10 per person per day.

This paints a very bleak picture in light of our
research showing factors that put children
at-risk of trafficking. However, a survey of our
students demonstrates some of the impact
we are having in Chiang Rai. 86% of students
agreed that The Freedom Story’s support has
helped them have higher educational goals
than before. 85% say that they are more
hopeful about their future as a result of The
Freedom Story’s support. 97% of students
agree it is important for students to finish at
least secondary school. Crucially, 89% said
that if their family needed them to work and
bring in money, then they would go to school
and work only if it did not hurt their grades.

Our commitment to be a data-informed
organization continues to direct how we design
and manage our programs. We are hopeful
about the impact we are having amongst our
students and thankful for your support.

9. Konstantopoulos et al 2013

10. IOM 2014; https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Health_and_Human_Trafficking_in_the_GMS.pdf

1. Zimmerman, C. et al. 2014
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directors

EMILY NELSON

BLOGGER AND SPEAKER
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RACHEL SPARKS

FOUNDER, HONORARY BOARD MEMBER

MARLENE LEPKOSKI

SENIOR DIRECTOR, JOHNSON & JOHNSON
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ROY GOBLE

GOBLE PROPERTIES

LINDSEY NOBLES

DIRECTOR OF MARKETING & CREATIVE,
ONSITE WORKSHOPS

JEN WEAVER

ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR, YEAR UP

VEERAWIT TIANCHAINAN

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR | THAILAND
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RACHEL GOBLE

CHAIR OF THE BOARD THE FREEDOM STORY

NICK PARISI

MANAGING DIRECTOR, SILFRA
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FREEDOM FAMILY

Oour partners

Collaborating with and learning from other organizations is essential to our work. Our
partnerships and relationships in the anti-trafficking world extend far beyond those on

this page. We can’t highlight them all here. But we want to give a special shout-out to the
organizations we regularly visit during our Field Learning Trips, collaborate with on programing,
and partner with to achieve our shared goal of ending modern day slavery. Their dedication

to educating and inspiring future activists and their commitment to collaboration make them

essential partners in our work of prevention.

Project  bemease  LIBERTY ASIA

il Wrkarghs
Weaans Lyl
Framaleea

waw, helpingelephamison:

eCpat

Q wr o
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FINANCIALS

income
and donations

Corporate Contributions $ 53335

Foundation Contributions $ 118,196 corporate EASQEPa?”E‘jVEﬁtf
Individual Contributions $ 361063 9% >2%
Merchandise $ 3805 o
Special Events $ 4550 Bl Contributions
Donated Goods & Services $ 65,046 S;’r%?fei 60%

10.5%

Total US $ 605,995 Foundation
Total Thailand $ 28117 Contributions
19%

Total Income $ 634112

our expenses

Migration Programs

Thailand Programs $ 284,343 Student 5%
Scholarships
Migration Programs $ 28,469 1.5%
. Fundraising
Student Scholarships $ 62,565 3%

Admin $ 90,303 :
In-Kind
In-Kind Donation $ 62,640 Donation
o 11.5%
Fundraising $ 14,058 e

Programs
Admin 52%
(<]
Total Expenses $ 542,378 17%
THE FREEDOM STORY | |IMPACT REPORT | 2019
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We couldn’t be more grateful for each

person who has so generously invested
in The Freedom Story in 2019.

ALL INVESTORS $500+

A

Adam Berg

Aileen Morrissey

Alissa and David Watson
Amanda and Steve Ingold
American Endowment
Foundation

Andrew Roberts

Anna Sun

Anonymous Anonymous
APM Cares Inc

B

Bank of America Employee
Giving Campaign

Benevity Causes

Bethany Westbrook
Beverly Howell

Bill and Sheila Burris

Bill Stauffer

Brenda Haydock

Brendan McClenahan

C

Carrie and Clint Bradford
Carrie Moul

Cathy and Mark Zoradi
Caylee Reid

Charity and Michael Coors
Charlene Damion

Chris and Alan Robinette
Chris and Kaylee Partridge
Christina Louie Dyer
Christine Rose and Kevin

THE FREEDOM STORY

Friesen

Christine Routh
Christopher and Alie Scott
Chuck and Debra Dixon
Claudia Moeller

Colette Noblitt
Cornerstone Fellowship
Cristin Douglas

D

Daniel Herbert

Daniel Kirk

Dany Paragouteva
David and Paige Ready
David Slater

Dean and Mary Given
Debbie and Russ Hall
Dr. Shah Makujina
Duke & Lori Caldwell

E

Eliza Kim

Elke and John Rittenhouse
Emily O'Connor

Eric and Barbara Fleming

F

Facebook

Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund
Fiordellisi-Williams
Foundation

G

IMPACT REPORT 2019

Gabrielle Tierney

Girls Rights Project
GlobalGiving Foundation
Goble Investments, LLC
Greg and MaryBeth Lernihan
Gregg and Emily Nelson

H
Heather and Michael Colletto
Heather Auten

J

Jack and Pat Keegan
Janet Tornow

Janice Gutierrez

Janice Lee

Janice Pettey

Jared and Alyssa Roccanti
Jedd Goble

Jennifer Weaver

Jeremiah Boehner
Jeremy Welch

Jessica Stevens

JoAnn and Thomas Prescott
Joe Elmendorf

John Adams

Johnson & Johnson Family
of Companies Contribution
Fund

Jolie Willis

Julie Chin

Julie Stahler

K

Kathleen Mroczka

Khun Nantana Phosri
Kimberly and Daniel Young
Kingdom Giving - A Donor
Advised Fund

Kristin Zierau

L

Laughing Angels Foundation
Laura Lowe

Laurie and Trent Nichols

Les Homan

Lisa Winterfeldt

M

March Partners

Mark and Patty Hara
Marlene Lepkoski
Marti and Steven Rule
Matt Williams and Angelina
Fiordellisi

Matthew Brown
Mayumi Stevens
Michael Miller
Michelle Swenson
Mike Simpson

N

Nancy Deyo

Nate and Rachel Sparks-
Graeser

National Christian

Foundation

Nick and Drew Parisi
Nici Hinkel

Nicole Leppert

(o)

Oak Life Church
Olaf Miller

Oliver Oatman
One Day's Wages

P
Pamela Cook

Patti Swanson

Paul and Emily Bennetch
Paula and Peter Clark
Ping Pong A Thon

R

Rachel DeHoog
Rachel Goble

Randy and Susan Kizer
Renee & Bill Curtis
Robert Maselli
Rotary Club of North
Pleasanton

Roy and D’Aun Goble
Roy and D’Aun Goble
Foundation

S

Sally Chaves

Sandra and Darren McGrandle
Sarah and Josh Fan

THE FREEDOM STORY

Sarah Iskander

SCHWAB CHARITABLE

Scott and Lana Caspersen-Harris
Sherm and Cheryl Balch

Steve and Liz Connolly

Steve and Robyn Stong

Stock Donator, Inc.

Storrey Property Management, LLC
Susan and Tonnis Wildeboer

T
Tamisie Honey

Thelma Goble

Tina Essegian

TisBest Philanthropy

Tom and Ann Hagensen
Tom and Chelsea Lernihan
Tracy Schroeder

Tracy Ummel

TRE Construction

Trevor Cecll

\"
Vanguard Charitable
Vince and Cathy Nelson

w

Washington High School
Westwood International
William and Rene Curtis Family
Foundation

Winrock International
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IN-KIND DONATIONS

Porky's Pizza Palace
Ambrose852Crafts

Goble Ranch

Panda Sunglasses

Jeremy Lin Foundation

John Dlugosh

Causegear

JOYN Bags

California Academy of Sciences
Oakland Zoo

Bay Area Discovery Museum
Concannon Vineyards
Oakland A's

Fine Arts Museum

31 Bits

iSanctuary & Purpose Jewelry
Mata Traders

Baggu

Nena and Co.

Wente Winery

TRE Construction

Lush

Oakland Ballet

Scott and Brianna Bachrach

EVENT VOLUNTEERS

Jeff Eich

Lindsey Tipton
Rich Morrow
Trevor Cecil
Jason Nemerovski
Lori Olson

Kyle Hara

Sam Hara

Lucy McCray

Clay Goetz

PHOTOGRAPHY & FILM

Benjamin Edwards Photography
Kevin Kubota Photography
Jonathan Hane Photography

* Want to become a sponsor? Partnering
with us is a perfect way to show that your
business is committed to social impact and

responsibility. Learn more at:
thefreedomstory.org/corporate-sponsorship
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337 17th Street, Suite 102
Oakland, CA 94612
Phone: 925-452-7653
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